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Reporting on Section 6  
 Community and Town Councils 

 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 – Section 6  

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 
 

 

The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty 

 Report 2025 

Name of Community or Town Council: Whitland Town Council  

Group:  

Introduction and Context 

Section 6 of the Environment Act (Wales) 2016, sets out the Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems 
Duty under which, all local authorities ‘must seek to maintain and enhance biodiversity in in the exercise 
of its functions, and in so doing promote the resilience of ecosystems’. 

 

Whitland Town Council recognises its duty under Section 6 of the Environment Act 2006, to have regard 
to the purpose of conserving biodiversity. 

The Council seeks to integrate biodiversity considerations into its decision-making processes and the 
management of any land or assets under its control. Where appropriate and proportionate, the Council 
will take steps to protect and enhance wildlife and habitats, including through land management 
practices, support for local initiatives, and consideration of biodiversity impacts when commenting on 
planning matters. 

The duty also aligns with the Town Council’s wider responsibilities under the Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) Act 2015, contributing to a prosperous economy, a healthy and resilient 
environment, and strong, cohesive communities across Wales. 

The Council will keep its biodiversity actions under review and work with partners and the community 
where possible to support local nature recovery. 
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Action Report 2023 - 2025 

NRAP 
Objective Action carried out to… Monitored by: 

1 
 

-embed biodiversity 
into decision making 
& procurement 

-Biodiversity considered in reports relating to: 

• Grounds maintenance 

• Land management 

• Community projects 

• Biodiversity implications noted in minutes 
where relevant 

• Planning responses consider impacts on 
wildlife and habitats 

 

Clerk 

-raise awareness of 
biodiversity & its 
importance 

- Review of BAP on Agenda’s 
- Publish BAP on Councils Website  

Clerk 

2 

-safeguard principal 
species and habitats 

-Avoidance of works during nesting seasons 
where possible 

- Planning comments reflect impacts on habitats 
and protected species 
- Referral to ecological advice where needed 
- Installation of bird or insect boxes 

Clerk 

3 

-restore & create 
habitats and resilient 
ecological networks 

- Manage hedgerows sensitively (cut less 
frequently, outside nesting season) 
- Retain dead wood where safe to do so 
- Establish wildflower areas using native seed 
mixes 
- Encourage planting that connects parks, Land 
and open spaces 
- Manage footpath verges as wildlife corridors 
- Include biodiversity requirements in 
maintenance contracts 
- Support community biodiversity projects 
-Introduction of the Planting programme funded 
by Carmarthenshire County Council, to 
commence January 2026 
-A new grant from Carmarthenshire County 
Council has enabled  the installation  of new 
planters in Whitland town to support planting 
and enhancing biodiversity 
 

Clerk 
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4 

-tackle negative 
factors: for e.g. 
reduce pollution, use 
nature based 
solutions, address 
invasive species 

- Encourage responsible waste management and 
litter reduction 
- Minimise use of pesticides, herbicides, and 
fertilisers 
- Use wildflower planting to support pollinators 
- Avoid planting known invasive species 
-Manage invasive species on council-owned land 
where feasible 
-Ensure contractors follow biosecurity good 
practice 

-Report significant invasive species to the 
appropriate authority 

Clerk 

5 
-use improve and 
share evidence 

-Review BAP Annually and publish on Councils 
website 

Clerk 

6 

-support capacity 
and/or other 
organisations 

-Support community biodiversity or 
environmental projects 
-Share information about local nature initiatives 
- Raise councillor and staff awareness of 
biodiversity duties 
- Keep informed of local biodiversity strategies 
and guidance 
 
 

Clerk 
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Review of S6 duty actions for 2023-2025 

What has worked well?   -The newly 5000 planted crocuses  plus wild flowers on the roundabouts 

in Whitland has attracted pollinators and has  helped strengthen local 

ecological networks.  

- The inclusion of a Biodiversity Action Plan has increased the Council’s 

awareness of the local nature network and enhanced understanding of 

local biodiversity 

-The community shed has worked well, with dedicated volunteers 

supporting planting, maintenance and other biodiversity enhancing 

activities 

What have the barriers 
been? 

- The main barriers have been limited resources and capacity, including 
time, funding, and access to specialist expertise. As a town council, actions 
must be proportionate and balanced against other statutory 
responsibilities. 

What will you change? - The Council will build on existing good practice by taking a more 
structured and consistent approach to biodiversity, embedding it more 
clearly into decision-making, land management, and partnership working. 
- Clear instructions to LA at start of season and use of ‘It’s for them’ 
signage to indicative areas of no mow 

How and when will the s6 
duty be monitored and 
the s6 plan reviewed? 

The Section 6 duty will be monitored through the Council’s routine 
decision-making, land management activities, and review of actions set 
out in the Biodiversity Action Plan. Progress will be considered and 
reviewed through Council meetings on an annual basis, with updates 
reported to Members as appropriate. The Biodiversity Action Plan will be 
reviewed and updated as required, or at least every three years, to ensure 
it remains proportionate and relevant. 
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Adrodd ar Adran 6  
Cynghorau Tref a Chynghorau Cymuned  

 
Deddf yr Amgylchedd (Cymru) 2016 Rhan 1 – Adran 6 

Y Ddyletswydd Bioamrywiaeth a Chydnerthedd Ecosystemau 
 

 

Adroddiad 2025 

Ddyletswydd Bioamrywiaeth a Chydnerthedd Ecosystemau 
 

Enw y Cyngor Tref neu Gymuned:  

Grŵp:  

Cyflwyniad a'r Cyd-destun 

• Disgrifiad byr o'r Cyngor, ei swyddogaethau a'r cyd-destun o ran  

- sut y gallai helpu bioamrywiaeth (trwy ei swyddogaethau rheoli tir, cyllid grant, 
gweithgareddau addysgol e.e.) 
 

- graddfa ofodol a lle (e.e. faint o dir mae'n ei gynnwys, poblogaeth, praesept?)  
 

- cyflawni gwasanaethau i'r cyhoedd (e.e. a yw'n destun Ddeddf Llesiant Cenedlaethau'r 
Dyfodol?)   
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Adroddiad Gweithredu 2023 - 2025 

Amcan 
NRAP 

 
Camau gweithredu i... 

Wedi eu 
monitro 

gan: 

1 

-cynnwys 
bioamrywiaeth o 
fewn llunio 
penderfyniadau a 
chaffael 

  

-codi ymwybyddiaeth 
o fioamrywiaeth a'i 
bwysigrwydd 

  

2 

-diogelu prif 
rywogaethau a 
chynefinoedd 

  

3 

-adfer & chreu 
cynefinoedd a 
rhwydweithiau 
ecolegol cydnerth 

  

4 

-mynd i'r afael ag 
elfennau negyddol: 
lleihau llygredd e.e. 
defnyddio atebion yn 
seiliedig ar natur, 
mynd i'r afael â 
rhywogaethau 
goresgynnol 

  

5 
-defnyddio gwella a 
rhannu tystiolaeth   

6 

-cefnogi capasiti 
ac/neu sefydliadau 
eraill 
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Arolwg o ddyletswydd Adran 6 2023 - 2025 

Beth sydd wedi gweithio'n dda?   

 

 

 

 

 

Beth fu'r rhwystrau?    

Beth fyddwch yn ei newid?  

Sut a phryd fydd y ddyletswydd 
Adran 6 yn cael ei monitro a'r 
cynllun Adran 6 wedi'i adolygu? 
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Nôl 


