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Minutes for Whitland Town Council Meeting
Tuesday  14th July 2026
Mayors Parlour Whitland Town Hall


Please note that Audio or Video recordings of full council meetings is not permitted.

All Whitland Town Council meetings are regulated by its standing orders.

Present in person: Cllrs L.Shipton, (Mayor),  J. Davies- Scourfield, E. Morgans,  A .Smith, L. Smith, K. Thomas, M. Court, J. Radbourne, and P. Jenkins.

In Attendance: Jadie Rees (Clerk)

There were two members of the public present.

050 /2026- To accept apologies for absence:

Cllr Rhydian Davies, A Seeley, Rhys Davies and C. Davies 

051 /2026- To acknowledge any declarations of interest, as per the Code of Conduct
Nothing to declare. 
056A /2026- To consider any planning application notices received from Carmarthenshire County Council

 PL/10952 - Change of use of former butcher's store to a private members gym/physical fitness centre - Smithfield House, St John Street, Whitland, SA34 0AW  
The Chair varied the order of the agenda to accommodate the presence of a member of the public.
The applicant was in attendance to respond to queries from Members of the Council.
Members sought clarification regarding a formal noise assessment. The applicant confirmed that Environmental Health are scheduled to undertake an assessment in due course. It was further advised that soundproof matting and double insulation have already been installed throughout the premises to mitigate noise levels.
The Council also enquired about the Fire Risk Assessment, including emergency evacuation procedures. The applicant confirmed that a Fire Risk Assessment has been completed.
Upon conclusion of the discussion, the applicant withdrew from the meeting. At 7.06pm, a second applicant joined the meeting and remained in attendance for the duration thereof.

Proposed:  Cllr. J. Radbourne                   Seconded:   Cllr J Davies-Scourfield
All in agreement.
052 /2026- To receive and approve the minutes of the meeting held on the 8th June 2026 as a true and accurate record

Minutes of the meeting held on the 8th June 2026 approved by Council. 

Proposed:  Cllr L Smith                   Seconded:   Cllr J Davies-Scourfield


053 /2026 - Matters arising from the minutes 

None.

054 & 055 /2026 – To acknowledge and approve any account(s) for payment & to consider the bank reconciliation 
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The Clerk’s financial report noted that the Clear Council insurance premium will appear within the expenditure schedule. This figure represents the annual insurance cost for the Town Council.
The Clerk further reported that a payment to Rob Thomas will be reflected in the transactions. The amount is significantly higher than usual, as it covers a three‑month period, April, May and June 2026.
With regard to payments to Clear Council, the Clerk confirmed that Arwel Sharp is due to be paid for works undertaken in the Studio following the recent leak. In addition, a payment to Malcolm Herbert Plant Hire will be included for the hire of dehumidifiers used in the Studio during the same incident.

Proposed:  Cllr A Smith                   Seconded:   Cllr J Davies-Scourfield


056b /2026- To consider any planning application notices received from Carmarthenshire County Council

PL/10969 - Erection of yard covering - Henglos, Whitland, SA34 0ST 
PL/11010 - Erection of an agricultural storage building - Cysgod Y Deri, Whitland, SA34 0LG  
PL/11005 - Change of Use from Garage to Commercial Unit (B2 use class) with Office/Store above. (Resubmission of W/38482) - 25 St Marys Street, Whitland, SA34 0PY  
Proposed Gwynt Glas Offshore Wind Farm 
Following consideration of all the information provided by the planning authority, Whitland Town Council does not raise any concerns regarding these applications.

Proposed:  Cllr A Smith                   Seconded:   Cllr J Davies-Scourfield


057 /2026- To consider any planning decision  notices received from  Carmarthenshire County Council

No Planning decision notices received. 


058/ 2026- To consider any correspondence received. 
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from a resident regarding concerns with street lighting at the lower end of Market Street, specifically noting that the lights had required repair on two occasions during the year and seeking clarification on the cause. Council Resolved that the correspondence be referred to our County Councillor for further investigation.
The Clerk informed Members that payment for the Town Hall room hire for the Christmas party is due, comprising a £50 refundable deposit and a £37.50 hire fee. Council resolved that the payment be approved.
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Jayne Usher in respect of planning application PL/10952, which had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting to allow for consideration in advance.
The Clerk reported that she and Councillor J Radbourne are currently progressing the 10 Towns Grant – Spaces Grant application, which is advancing well, with a submission deadline at the end of July. It was noted that Councillors J Radbourne, L Shipton, P Jenkins and A Smith had met with a potential contractor to discuss the proposed works and obtain indicative costings. Clerk confirmed that regular updates on progress will be provided to Council.
Members discussed recent delays in the publication of Council documents online. It was Resolved that the Clerk will undertake the necessary training to enable the uploading of documents, with a view to preventing future delays.

059 /2026- To receive any Reports from Committees
Grounds Committee, Cllr L Shipton: Cllr L. Shipton thanked fellow councillors for their recent assistance with the gazebos, ensuring they remain available for community use. Thanks were extended to Cllr P Jenkins for cleaning the storage container. 
Cllr L. Shipton reported feedback from Mr Rob Thomas, the grounds maintenance contractor, concerning incidents of dog fouling in Pocket Park. It was resolved that the Clerk investigate the feasibility and legal implications of installing CCTV in the area, arrange for additional signage to be erected, and notify residents via the council’s social media channels.
Cllr L. Shipton proposed the installation of football goals near the park facilities at Parc Dr Owen. It was noted that a significant number of young children regularly play football in the area but currently have no access to suitable goals. The proposed goals would be non-permanent and could be moved as required to accommodate other sports or activities. It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with the Parc Committee to seek approval.
Personnel Committee, Cllr J Davies-Scourfield: Cllr J. Davies-Scourfield reported that the Clerk’s annual appraisal is scheduled to take place in August, with the exact date to be determined in due course.
Finance Committee, Cllr J Davies- Scourfield: Cllr J. Davies-Scourfield confirmed that all documentation has been duly submitted to both the external and internal auditors. All statutory notices have been published online and displayed on the Town Hall noticeboard. It was further noted that one member of the public has requested to inspect the documentation, and the Clerk will make the necessary arrangements for this to take place in due course.
060/2026- To Receive Reports from Council Representatives Of Outside Bodies:

One Voice Wales: Nothing to report. 

Parc Dr Owen Committee: Nothing to report. 

Whitland Town Hall Committee: Nothing to report

Whitland Primary School: It was reported that the Clerk, Ms Jadie Rees, has been appointed as a Governor of Ysgol Llys Hywel.

061/2026- To discuss the use of Councils Whatsapp group (Private and Confidential)
It was resolved that, in accordance with the relevant legislation, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of this item due to the confidential nature of the business to be discussed.
The Council considered the use of the Council’s WhatsApp group. It was resolved that the Council’s WhatsApp group shall continue to be used for emergency and low-level communications only. It was also agreed that a Communication/Whataspp Policy be developed. 
062 /2026- To discuss the use of Zoom/Hybrid facilities for future meetings
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from County Councillor Sue Allen, which had been circulated to Members prior to the meeting, regarding Whitland Town Council’s hybrid meeting arrangements and the use of video streaming. Members were advised that, following guidance obtained from One Voice Wales, there is no requirement for Town Councils to provide video streaming. It was confirmed that hybrid meetings will continue to be facilitated via Zoom for those unable to attend in person. It was noted that an extra Microphone could be used to ensure all members of the public can hear all Council members during a meeting. It was also resolved for the Hybrid Policy to be amended to reflect this. 


063 /2026- To discuss the usage of the Community Gazebos
The Council discussed the recent use of the community gazebos. It was acknowledged that the gazebos have been a valuable resource for the community, having been used for local events including school activities, the Street Food Festival, and the forthcoming Carnival.
It was agreed that a loan agreement form should be developed to formalise the borrowing of the gazebos. It was further agreed that a minimum of 3–4 days’ notice should be provided for any requests to borrow the gazebos to allow sufficient time for arrangements to be made.
Councillors noted that, due to work and other commitments, members may not always be available to assist with the erection of the gazebos. It was therefore agreed that assistance from councillors cannot be guaranteed, although support may be provided where available.

064 /2026 - To give an update on the Studio
Cllr L. Shipton reported that the lease is progressing towards completion. A number of minor queries are currently being resolved, including amendments relating to the spelling of the business name. Mr Matthew Thomas is overseeing the matter and liaising with the solicitors accordingly. It is anticipated that the outstanding matters will be resolved in the near future.
065 /2026- To consider any items to be presented at the next meeting
· Clerks annual review (Private and Confidential)

Meeting closed at 8.23 pm.
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Whitland Town Council- July 

Bank Reconciliation and Payments : 06/06/2026-10/07/2026

Current Account Closing Balance 10/07/2026 47,633.52 £    

Deposit Account Closing Balance 10/07/2026 85.52 £               

£47,719.04

Payments to Acknowledge between   6th June 2026- 10th July 2026

Clear Councils Insurance  Insurance  1,605.33 -£       

Davies Builders Merchants  Maintenance Supplies  16.12 -£               

Rob Thomas  Grounds maintenance  1,980.00 -£       

Scottish Power  Electricity  164.33 -£            

ID Mobile  Mobile  28.82 -£               

Wages  Wages  285.12 -£            

Daisy Broadband 49.96 -£               

EDF Energy  Utilities  433.52 -£            

AC-DC CCTV 28.80 -£               

Unllais Cymru- On  Training  44.00 -£               

Unllais Cymru- On  Training  44.00 -£               

David Harries  Toilet Roll- Public Toilets  46.94 -£               

4,726.94 -£       

Income to Acknowledge between  6th June 2026- 10th July 2026

Molly James Beauty Rent - The Studio 145.00 £            

145.00 £            

Current Account Closing Balance 43,051.58 £    

Deposit Account Closing Balance 85.65 £               

43,137.23 £    

0.00 £                  

Cheques to Clear:

None 

Payments to Approve:

Davies Builders Merchants  Varnish  13.95 -£               

Davies Builders Merchants  Nails/Screws 4.77 -£                  

Davies Builders Merchants  Padlock  15.81 -£               

Davies Builders Merchants  Tape  8.72 -£                  

Sharp Plimbing- Studio 636.37 -£            

Malcolm Herbert Plant Hire  Dehumidifier Hire  324.00 -£            

Total to approve  1,003.62 -£       

Closing Balance 42,133.61 £    


